The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Fall/Winter 2017

WATERSHED PLAN UPDATE - 2017
Our Hamlin Lake Watershed Plan team met July 19, 2017. The team worked collectively to organize and plot
previously-collected HLPS group and West Shore Community College data. Next, with all the data consolidated, the team identified information gaps and opportunities for action to acquire more data in order to facilitate educated decisions.
Some of the activities to be pursued in 2018 include but are not limited to:
Working with the Big Sable Watershed team to better define potential additional, persistent, nutrient-rich sources along the river.
We will add some additional sample points for 2018, to gather
data to confirm or deny our suspicions.
The team will also seek out the help of an “expert” to better define in 2018 the sources and amounts of nutrients entering our
lake. The 1998 study cited a 50/50 split between Big Sable River and Hamlin Lake residents. It is currently suspected, that with
continuing lake development, the riparian owners may now be
playing a larger role in nutrient contribution than we realize.
We will work with a “master GIS mapper” to create and finalize
maps needed for the plan and to help drive the decision-making
process.
Peggy will take the 1998 study that Jim Clark so tediously converted to an electronic word document and update it with the latest information.
We will be sending a survey to all residents that we have on our email listing. The purpose of this survey
will be to gather data and opinions from all residents regarding what they see as conditions on the
lake. Many people have already identified some less- than -desirable conditions they believe need
correction. The first step in correcting these issues we believe is to eliminate the SOURCE of the pollution. Second step would be to introduce “manmade inventions” that would hasten the recovery and
improvement of the lake.
The Ludington State Park Engineered Shoreline project has been APPROVED!!! When lake levels reduce in
November 2017, we will begin the project with the help of the State Park team and contractor Shawn Kanouse. We will be filming the activities and later posting an informative documentation to the web site in addition to having physical displays at the site for self-observation.
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The President’s Letter
As of the time I am composing this letter the colors of autumn that typically decorate the shoreline of Hamlin
Lake have yet to show themselves. Seems a bit late to me but it has been consistently warmer than usual.
The Hamlin Lake fireworks were the longest and best display of fireworks ever launched over Hamlin Lake.
This annual event has become an important tradition for the residents and visitors of Hamlin Lake who celebrate our freedoms lakeside.
We continue to work to update the Hamlin Lake Management Plan. The updated watershed management
plan will be a very detailed document that develops a strategy to preserve and protect the quality of the Hamlin Lake and Big Sable River Watersheds. Peggy Haverberg has provided a complete report in this newletter,
We are nearing the start of a natural shoreline demonstration project at the Ludington State Park. The permit
has been secured and the installation of this project is scheduled for November of 2017. To me, one of Hamlin Lake’s strongest attributes is the miles of natural shoreline that provide critical habitat and pleasing aesthetics. This project is located on the Island Trail of the Ludington State Park and will be seen by thousands of
hikers each year.
This past August I volunteered to help at the Mason County Household Hazardous Waste Collection. It is
very impressive to see the amount of hazardous wastes that are collected and properly disposed of rather
than possibly being discharged into the watersheds of Mason County. I very much support this proactive approach to protecting water quality. Take the time to read the HLPS Minutes that give a breakdown of materials collected and the number of participants from Hamlin Lake Area.
Each year HLPS Volunteers monitor the water quality of Hamlin Lake. Lynn Hoepfinger has led this program
for about 17 years. Lynn is transitioning this role to Bruce Pelletier. What a blessing to have 2 people with the
knowledge and background to oversee the sampling and interpret the data of the annual water samples. They
are fortunate to have a team of trained volunteers to collect water samples that provide reliable data about the
water quality of Hamlin Lake. HLPS has been complimented by authorities of water quality testing on the
quality and the quantity of water quality data for Hamlin Lake.
There have been some improvements on the Big Sable River in 2017.
The Stephens Road Bridge is being replaced. The new bridge will meet all current bridge standards. The
most noticeable change will be the span of the bridge over the river. The new bridge span will be 3 times the
current bridge span. This will provide for a natural flow of the river whereas the current bridge constricts the
flow of the river. This is especially important during high water events.
The Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee and its partners which include the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society have completed a 4 year project on the river from Darr Road to LaSalle Road. The focus of this
project was stream bank stabilization and the addition of woody debris strategically placed to improve habitat
of the river. The final phase of this project stabilized a severely eroding stream bank.
In the 1980’s when the original stream bank survey was completed there were 56 of these eroding banks.
Today there are few of minor or moderate severity that are being addressed to improve the water quality flowing into Hamlin Lake.
With this issue of the newsletter you will be receiving a booklet by Dave Dister,” The Fishes of Mason County, Michigan”. I think you will be surprised by the number of species of fish in Mason County. This certainly
illustrates the diversity of the fishery of Mason County. I would like to thank Dave for his dedicated research
and providing this booklet at his cost to the members of
HLPS.
Thank You for your support of Hamlin Lake Preservation
Society.
Wayne Andersen, President
Email; andersenwayne@gmail.com
Cell; 231-843-4618

Continued on page 10
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The birds & fish of Mason county
The Fishes of Mason County, Michigan Brochure
Dave Dister is a biologist that moved to Mason County in 2008, and since then has been very interested in learning about the county’s flora and fauna. His interest in the little-known non-game fishes
led to conducting fish surveys in 2015 and 2016 in the Pere Marquette River and Big Sable River.
Concurrently, Dave spent several days going through fish survey files at the MDNR Cadillac office to
compile a master list of fishes known in Mason County. And with additional input from the US Fish &
Wildlife Service, a brochure was finally printed in August 2017.

The Birds of Mason County, Michigan
Dave Dister has been birding nearly 50 years, and was eager to begin a 10-year project to document
“The Birds of Mason County, Michigan,” with the assistance of historical records available from long
-time residents. With 27 miles of coastal lakefront along Lake Michigan, more than 200 miles of
streams and rivers, many lakes, numerous wetlands, and a fortuitous location within the “Tension
Zone,” Mason County is an excellent location for birdwatching. A total of 307 species of birds have
been documented thus far, more than half of which breed in the county.
Dave presented a PowerPoint slide program he created that gives highlights of his book, in addition
to many photographs of some of the rarest birds seen by local birders.

Bluntnose Minnow
Common Loon at Tallman Lake Mason

Dates to remember!!!

Currents Deadline is April 20th 2018
Annual Dinner Meeting June 22nd , 2018
Hamlin Lake Currents
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Annual Dinner Meeting 2017
The annual dinner meeting was held at the Hamlin Township Hall.
The meeting started with a social hour with appetizers at 5:30pm
The Prime Rib Dinner was catered by Pere Marquette Catering
The meeting portion of the evening began at 7:30pm. The main business was to elect board members for the Class of 2019. The following board members were nominated and elected:
1. Ruth Crompton
2. Ginny Hluchan
3. Lynn Hoepfinger
4. Kathy McGill
5. Ken Muzzo
6. Mark Otto
7. Alison Puffer
The program speakers were :
Mike Fort
Boating Safety
Tom Raffel
Swimmers Itch Study
Peggy Haverberg
Natural Shorelines

Mike Fort

Tom Raffel

The Next HLPS Board Meeting will be April 17th, 2018
The meeting will begin @ 6:30 pm
Meetings are held at the Hamlin Township Hall
These meetings are open to anyone
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Water Safety in the Winter
I’m not sure where the summer of 2017 went but it is very apparent it is now in the history books and
fall is upon us with cold temperatures knocking at our doors. As we begin to prepare for the winter
with boats being stored and equipment being stowed I want to suggest that you keep your PFDs
(aka life jackets) where you can retrieve them should you decide to venture out on the lake this winter. Now I’m sure many of you are scratching your heads but follow along with me! Most people are
not aware of the dangers of ice. Fewer people know how ice actually forms and what can affect ice
formation. Those who are accustomed to ice activities may have been doing so for so long they have
forgotten or ignore warning signs of weak ice thus placing themselves in precarious situations. People who plan to venture out on the ice must learn for themselves to identify the hazards of ice.
The State of Minnesota has published an ice thickness chart for a number of years that recommends
a minimum of 4 inches of “good clear” ice before heading out. http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/
thickness.html Good clear ice forms when there is an extremely cold temperature for an extended
period of time. Freezing at night and thawing during the day will not produce “good clear ice”. Other
factors that can affect the formation of good clear ice include things like runoff from roads that have
been salted, waterfowl that have grouped together keeping an area from freezing, snow on top of
the ice and things under the ice such as natural springs, moving water, items that can reflect sunlight
and items protruding thru the ice such as docks, tree stumps and cattails.
Now back to that comment about PFDs! If you think about the fact that you are now out in the middle
of a lake, where just a few weeks ago you were boating with a life jacket required by law, why would
you think that you are any safer should the ice break and you go through? Wearing a PFD while out
on the ice can save your life by keeping you from going under the ice should you break through, it
will keep you afloat until help can arrive and it will keep you warmer, even if you don’t end up in the
water. For more information on ice safety go to the MIDNR website at:
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10364_52261_63242-160657--,00.html and check out
their ice safety information.
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Saturday, July 7. Show Time!
The 2017 Fireworks Display was the largest ever sponsored by HLPS and, based on audience comments and boat count, our most successful. The weather was near perfect. Our
members and friends were generous in their contributions. (We contract for July based on
funds received contributions received by the preceding December.) The Grant Twp. Fire
Department provided fire protection. Hamlin Twp. Fire Department and Mason County
Sheriff Marine Patrol guaranteed a safe perimeter. John Quiring, owner of Camp Douglas
Smith, provided an ideal fireworks shoot site for the 19th year. The display was planned and
implemented by Matt Bryant and his Zambelli Pyrotechnics crew. Wonderful, wonderful all
the way around.
For those planning ahead: We will continue our tradition of many years. That is, our fireworks display is scheduled for the Saturday closest to the 4 th of July. In 2018 Hamlin Fireworks will be on Saturday, July 7.

The Cabin @ White Pine Village

Have you seen the fishing
cabin at White Pine Village?
If you haven’t
Place a visit on your To Do
List to see this
Wonderful display
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Household Hazardous Waste Collection Still Going Strong
Thanks to our supportive community

For those unfamiliar with the Household Hazardous Waste program (or HHW, as it is commonly referred to) the goal is to provide a way for residents to safely and easily dispose of hazardous materials in
Manistee, Mason and Oceana Counties. This proactive event helps to ensure that our lakes, streams,
groundwater and public water resources are not contaminated by improper disposal of hazardous materials.
Items such as old household chemicals, motor oil, pharmaceuticals, electronics and other hazardous materials can be safely recycled or disposed of through our program, helping to keep our drinking water clean
and rivers healthy.
The program has been a growing success since its beginnings a decade ago. From 2007 to 2016,
the event has collected and safely disposed of almost 90 tons of hazardous waste in Mason County and
more than 233 tons in the 3-county coverage area.

The Hazardous Waste Collection Results for 2017 are:
Vehicles Collected
Hamlin Township – 53 Vehicles
Victory Township – 13 Vehicles
Grant Township – 8 Vehicles
Household Hazardous Waste – 12,695 pounds including:
Oil based paints – 4,406#
Toxic product – 4,972#
Herbicides / pesticides – 701#
Recycled Oil – 575 gallons
Batteries – 613 pounds
Thank You to all those who helped and to the support of the community
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society
Treasurer’s Report
October 20th, 2017
Jan-17
Balance
53,151.09

Deposits
55,844.44

Disburs.
(27,576.96)

81,418.57

0.00

6760.00

0.00

6760.00

Riparian Mag. Subscrip.

12.00

660.00

0.00

660.00

CONTRIBUTIONS:
General Fund
Hamlin Lake Association

20,293.50

4636.44

(10606.96)

14322.98

Membership Dues*

7,215.71

Fish Fund (Walleye)
Water Quality
Fireworks

Land Reserve Project
(Land Purchase)
Memorials
Judy Thorp Memorial Fund
Historic Cottage

7,215.71

10.00

2567.00

6,397.42

3803.00

14,280.94

11730.00

(14108.00)

11902.94

2,623.52
1,000.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

2,623.52
1,000.00

0.00

643.00

1330.00

0.00

Natural Shoreline Project

(2262.00)

315.00
10200.42

643.00
(500.00)

830.00

45.00
25000.00

45.00
(100.00)

24900.00
81,418.57

Maturity

Issue

Date

Value

Interest

June 2013

#90107

(interest=.55%)

8/24/17

8,246.26

183.56

8429.82

#92039

(interest=.3%)

5/23/17

10,143.91

145.78

10289.69

#92040

(interest= .3%)

5/23/17

18,145.71

260.78

18406.49
37,126.00

PO ACCT.

Total Assets
Hamlin Lake Currents
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Balance

123.87

Spring Currents

(72.05)

Summer “

(79.06)

Funds added

500.00

119,017.33
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HLPS Board Meeting Minutes

Two guest speakers attended
David Dister, Biologist shared his “Fishes of Mason County Brochure”; look for
your copy in the next edition of the Currents.
Dr. Glenn Walquist shared his concerns with the Sargent Sand Operation, the expansion of the man-made lake they have created and its impact on unprotected
wetlands.
Treasurer Report – We have transferred a $8,423.45 CD to the Community Foundation of
Mason County in the hopes of recognizing a better monetary return, availing HLPS
through the Foundation to new donors, and supporting the community.
Watershed update – the Ludington State Park Engineered shoreline permit was approved and activity will commence in Nov 2017 when the lake is down. The board
challenged the Watershed team to better define the sources of nutrients contributing
to the degradation of our lake; the last data was from 1998.
ALL Hamlin Lake managed access sites will have new signage and bulletin boards for
the 2018 boating season.
Hazardous Waste Collection Results
Vehicles Collected
Hamlin Township – 53 Vehicles
Victory Township – 13 Vehicles
Grant Township – 8 Vehicles
Household Hazardous Waste – 12,695 pounds including:
Oil based paints – 4,406#
Toxic product – 4,972#
Herbicides / pesticides – 701#
Recycled Oil – 575 gallons
Batteries – 613 pounds
A motion to support “Aeration demonstration with the purpose of suppressing algae”
generated LOTS of discussion but was tabled noting further information will be pursued.
New members of the HLPS now receive “Lake Front Living Book” as part of their membership.
All members will be receiving monthly email updates throughout the year.
Next meeting APRIL 17, 2018 at 6:30pm at the Hamlin Township Hall.
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society
Memorials for 2017
Christopher Birren

Mary & John Hluchan

Marion Judd Boardman

By Elaine Lovato and Kenneth & Luella Lovato

By Diane & Gene Shank and Mike & Peggy Warlick and
Bonnie Birren

By Ginny Hluchan

Irv Lovato

By Helen and Bowie Duncan

Kenneth Petersen

Bob Boling

By Lisa Wolven

By Jeff and Marianne Johnson

Ray & Neoma Purtell

George & Charlotte Boz

By Jack Purtell

By Joe and Charlene Jarabek

John L. Stephens

Ethel & Les Gravesen

By Bruce & Virginia Terlep and John & Carla Stephens

Carol B. Hittle

By Roy and Dorothy Thorsen

By The Gravesen Family

Roy Thorsen

By Max Hittle

Jack & Edith Turner

Janet Henning

By Jack & Judy Turner

By Carol B. Muller and Albert K. Henning

Howard Windsor
By David Windsor

Pictures !!
Do you have any pictures of Hamlin Lake or the Hamlin
Lake area that you would like to share.
If so, please send them to Wayne Disegna via email
(wdisegna@frontier.com)
We are always looking for pictures
that we can use for the Currents
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