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Get Ready For a Safe Boating Season
As warm weather approaches, we begin thinking more seriously about our boat and the approaching boating season.
Since we are still a few weeks away from the really nice weather we all enjoy, now is the time to check all of your safety
equipment and check for any changes or additions to the boating laws.
The following can serve as a starter for your “safety”/ and “start of season” checklist:
Registration Current?
Registration Sticker and Numbers Displayed?
Outside of boat in good repair?
Navigation Lights – Proper, working?
Motor checked for proper oil and gear lube levels?
Prop in good repair and free from debris (fishing line, etc.)?
Cables in good repair?
Wiring in good repair?
PFDs in good condition and on-board?
Ropes and throwable devices in good condition?
Fresh fuel?
Ventilation ports free of debris?
Blowers working?
Bilge pump working?
When inspecting your PFDs you must make sure they are still in working condition. They cannot have tears or cuts in the
material. All straps and buckles must be in good condition and none missing. They must not be dry rotted, feel hard or
“crunchy” to the touch AND they must be “readily accessible” when you are underway. Inflatables should be manually
inflated and checked to make sure they still hold air. If the CO2 cartridge has not been changed for a couple years you
should consider buying new ones and replacing the old ones.
We all too often neglect our PFDs even though they are our only “lifesaving” device on board!
For additional checklist items, inspection guidelines and other resources to have a safe and enjoyable boating season go
on-line and do some research. A quick Google search will provide you a number of sources with this information. If you
aren’t sure where to start BoatUS, the US Coast Guard, and the US Power Squadron all have information available for
your use. Also, you can access the MI Boating Laws on the Michigan DNR website.

Have a safe start to your boating season!
Hamlin Lake Currents

Dave
Windsor
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The President’s Letter
I am at somewhat of a loss as to how to update the membership at this time with such an uncertain summer season approaching. I will start with an update of the planned activities that have been put on hold or
cancelled.
On the Big Sable River, the annual planting of brown trout will not be scatter planted this year. At this time, I
think the usual number of fingerling brown trout will be planted by direct discharge from the hatchery truck into
the river at the usual locations.
The in-stream habitat improvement project planned from Hamilton Road to Tyndall Road on the Big Sable
River is on hold. Funding has been secured. All permitting and field work has been on hold since Mid-March.
A stream bank stabilization project planned at the Ludington State Park is also on hold.
A partnership of HLPS and North Country CISMA providing invasive plant removals and cost share assistance for property owners within the Hamlin Lake Watershed is on hold at this time.
The installation of the stream gage monitoring station on the Big Sable River has been delayed. We are
hopeful to have a stream flow gage station installed on the river sometime this summer.
We do have some important activities moving forward.
HLPS has worked with Hamlin and Victory Townships to have rubbish containers placed at Wilson Hill,
South Bayou and Victory Township Parks for the season. I have noticed the parks starting to get significant
use when the weather is favorable.

The Bathymetry Map developed by Jim Clark is now on display on the HLPS Website. We are developing a
trifold brochure featuring the bathymetry map on the interior and stewardship practices and other Hamlin Lake
Information on the exterior of the trifold.
Bruce Pelletier and volunteers are continuing to sample the water quality of Hamlin Lake and the Big Sable
River. The State of Michigan failed to provide 2020 funding for the Micorps Program that we have participated
in for many years. It is anticipated that funding will be restored in 2021. HLPS will be conducting the same
sampling this year to avoid a lapse in the data.
Steve Brock is organizing the 2020 Hamlin Lake Fireworks. Steve will be announcing details as they become available. At this time a Hamlin Lake Fireworks Show is planned contingent upon gathering issues in
early July.
There is an announcement in this newsletter about the postponement of the Annual Meeting originally
planned for the evening of June 19th. The new date is August 28th if it is advisable to hold the meeting in 2020.
The HLPS Board will make a decision that will be in the Summer Issue of this newsletter.
I hope you take the time to read the other informative articles in this newsletter. Now is also a good time to
visit the HLPS Website. The website has a wealth of information about Hamlin Lake and the surrounding area.
As you can see, we are mostly on hold as is the State of Michigan. We will strive to keep you informed as the future unfolds. As
always feel free to contact me with your questions, comments or
concerns.
Wayne Andersen, President
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society
Email; andersenwayne@gmail.com
Cell; 231-843-4618

Continued on page 10
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Book Review
Many local readers of the Currents are already probably familiar with the work of Dave Dister through his columns in the Ludington Daily News. A few years ago he was also the keynote speaker at the HLPS annual
dinner. Now we all have the opportunity to read his new book, The Birds of Mason County, Michigan which
is available at the Ludington Public Library and local bookstores.
Dave's love of Mother Nature and his dedication to helping others discover her secrets shines throughout this
book. He utilizes 50 years of personal experience as a birder and an academic background in botany, biology, and earth science to create a well-rounded introduction as to why Mason county is such a mecca for birders. He anchors the book with a short introduction about the geology, human history, climate and weather of
the area. He gives a "shout-out" to local birders who began documenting birds here in 1916 and to those
who continue to do so in the present. After doing a short review of migration patterns and with references to
on-going study groups in the area he touches on birding technology and ethics. The remainder of the book is
dedicated to teaching people how to become better birders with area maps, background and photos of local
birds, an introduction to birding vocabulary, and a list of what birds to look for in Mason County.
Peg Gage

HLPS PHOTO CONTEST RESULTS
HLPS tried something different in 2019 – a monthly Facebook photo contest.
Monthly winners were determined by the amount of “likes” received on the HLPS Facebook Page during the month.
Each winner was eligible to receive an HLPS decal of their choice. (If any of the winners didn’t get theirs contact me
at sbegnoche@yahoo.com and I’ll send you one.)
The HLPS board has yet to pick the annual winner from the monthly winners. Perhaps it will be something we announce
at the annual meeting in June.
The photos are still up on the Facebook page, and some are on the new HLPS website /http://hamlinlake.us/.
Part of the goal of the contest was to have fun and part was to encourage members to use the HLPS Facebook page
and the new website.
The fun part was looking at the scenes people shared – of family, pets, favorite views. Aerials and even one composite
that won the first month of the contest.
Thank you to all who submitted photos and those who checked out the submissions. If I missed anyone’s submissions, I
apologize.
Here are the 2019 winners by month:
January, Wade Wilson, a composite of two seasons from the same perspective on Lower Hamlin put together in one
view.
February, Mike DeChene, Winter sunrise on a frozen Middle Bayou.
March, Rita Ward, “Morning’s Promise,” sunrise on Lower Hamlin Lake.
April, Ryan Freiler, “Man’s Best Friend” at sunset on Admiral Point.
May, Wade Wilson, aerial drone shot of Hamlin Lake taken May 5.
June, John Thorpe, “After the Storm,” misty scene on Indian Pete Bayou
July, Diana McGill-Beck, "Perfect night!" sunset on Hamlin Lake July 7 before the fireworks.
August, Mike Genter, “Best Time,” morning quiet from Tamarac.
September, Rita Ward, “Sunrise Calm,” morning over Lower Hamlin Lake.
October, Joe Muzzo, “Fall Color,” footbridge at Lost Lake in Ludington State Park as seen from the water.
November, Mike Genter, “First Ice,” Tamarac
December, Rita Ward, “Winter Sunrise,” Dec. 23 Lower Hamlin Lake.
By Steve Begnoche
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Yellow Birch ─ A Handsome Boreal Tree
Those of us that own property in swampy habitats bordering lakes and streams may be familiar with yellow birch (Betula
alleghaniensis). If not, this is a wetland canopy tree of importance to wildlife and of aesthetic qualities as well. It is also a
boreal species that occurs throughout Michigan and into northern Indiana and northeast Ohio, well as across the Appalachian mountains.
Yellow birch nearly always grows in saturated or near saturated soils along the edges of swampy habitats. As a canopy
tree, it can grow 50 to 70 feet in height, with a mature trunk diameter of two to three feet or more. This tree’s most impressive character is its attractive golden-brown exfoliating bark, especially on older trees. As is typical of all birches, the
leaves are oval, 3 to 4.5 inches in length, with numerous short but sharp-pointed teeth along the leaf edges, and they
occur alternately along twigs.
Yellow birch is the only tree in Michigan to have the diagnostic “wintergreen” fragrance evident in the sap of scratched
twigs and cut roots. Not surprisingly, this and the related black birch (Betula lenta) of the Appalachian mountains are the
only trees in eastern N.A. that provided the origins of infamous “birch beer” drinks. The “fruits” consist of drooping female
catkins composed of numerous wafer-thin samaras (seeds encased in winged membranes). These mature in the autumn
and persist through the winter as valuable food for various winter finches such as common redpolls, purple finches, goldfinches, and if lucky, white-winged crossbills.
In Mason County, I have found yellow birch at Victory Township Park, Ludington State Park (Hamlin Township), and in
all other townships except Amber (thus far). As a landscape plant, yellow birch obviously prefers moist sites and is a fast
-growing and long-lived tree. In the spring, the flowering catkins attract herbivorous insects that themselves attract migrant birds seeking insects and caterpillars on their journey to their breeding grounds. All in all, the yellow birch is an
awesome tree with four-season interest !
Dave Dister
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South by Southwest
We approach another lake season with a lot of uncertainty, and most folks will not be centering their thoughts on summer pleasure, but rather on the millions worldwide who have been sickened by covid-19, with a frightening percentage
losing their lives. Some of us have our real lives in “hot spots”, and others in areas more shielded by geography or demographics. We all observe this great upheaval from differing perspectives. My wish is that all readers, and their families, loved ones and friends, will escape the pandemic physically, yet I know that none of us will escape it emotionally.
A number of commentators have noted that the skies of China cleared temporarily during their lockdowns and
social distancing that apparently led to rapid containment of the spread of the virus. Looking more globally, it is said that
during the crisis and resulting mitigation strategies something like a 25 percent reduction in pollution has occurred. Maybe this ought to be a clue that we can, in fact, do something about the deteriorating climate. A silver lining of the pandemic is that it has shown us that we are visitors on this planet, and nature is in control.
Perhaps this is a good time to be thinking about how we on Hamlin Lake can commit to being a little less part of
the problem and a little more part of the difficult solution to the climate problem. Maybe we can establish a recreation mix
with a little smaller carbon footprint. A sailboat provides years of enjoyment with no carbon footprint beyond what is associated with its construction. My observation is that Hamlin Lake is among the best sailing lakes around, with great wind
conditions, shallow around the shoreline for safety, and some point on the lake is shelter in just about any high wind condition. Yet the proportion of the fleet of active sailboats on the lake at any time is uncommonly small. Why is this?

The way to promote sailing on Hamlin Lake is to encourage youngsters to get involved. A few issues ago I suggested the Sun Fish, or its cousins the Star Fish and Sail Fish as good starter boats. These single hand boats are perfect for the social distancing which will probably be a matter of common sense for the foreseeable future. Here I want to
up the excitement level a bit and suggest the Laser. This popular single hander has been an Olympic class boat and is a
blast to sail. I have personally owned a Laser and it is still on the lake. The Laser is 12 ft. 6 in. long at the water line and
weighs 130 lbs. It is easy to rig and in the right wind will get up and go.
My thought for this issue is to encourage readers to take a serious look at sailing. It is an activity that fits the
troubled times, and at the end of the day leaves a feeling of peace and satisfaction with newly honed skills.
Walt Eversman
eversman@mst.edu

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING POSTPONED TILL AUGUST 28TH
SEE THE SUMMER CURRENTS ISSUE FOR DETAILS!!
Hamlin Lake Currents
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HLPS Board Meeting
April Electronic Agenda / Update
Financial Review
Need new signature cards/ can wait until May but consider who should have signing responsibility
HLPS Funds Available $114,378.93
Trifold
Peggy will send out a mock-up under separate email asking for your input
We will create a “matching/ mirrored” web tab to reflect and in many cases add more detail to support the trifold
The cost to make is $5
The printed sale price will be $10
We were planning to distribute for free at annual meeting
CRS Donation
Tabled until May
Trash cans are being placed at boat launches
FISHERIES
Brown trout fingerlings will be discharged direct to river from the hatchery truck
WATER QUALITY
Bruce has published sampling plan for the lake
Bruce will do some total phosphorus and chlorophyll sampling selectively on the lake to maintain data trends
Joe Muzzo has collected the spring upper and lower traditional CLMP data
HLPS will pay Trace Analytical to process the samples since CLMP does not have the budget to support this year
Bruce will be sampling the streams for phosphorus and temperature April 11
Macroinvertebrate study has been cancelled
Bathymetry Maps are posted at the Hamlinlake.us web // THANKS JIM/ GREAT JOB!!
CURRENTS // Need to get it out
Submit to Wayne D by April 22
Ludington State Park shoreline stabilization project has been put on hold
2020 Hamlin Lake Fireworks
Steve Brock is organizing the 2020 Hamlin Lake Fireworks
TABLED UNTIL MAY 12 MEETING
PayPal and cc web payments @ Hamlinlake.us
Suggestion for HLPS Lawn signs provided for membership to display
Weed sampling of the lake
Watershed plan
Sign at Dune View
Update on the Terrestrial invasive program 2019
No wake zone at the narrows
Annual Meeting
Earth Day cancelled/ booth and ideas can be used at events later this year
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Fireworks on Hamlin Lake 2020
About the only thing certain in these unusual times of shutdown due the C-19 virus is uncertainty. What we know for
sure is that after many successful years coordinating the Fireworks on Hamlin Lake, Kent Gage has handed me the
reins. We are proceeding as though the Fireworks will occur July 3, 2020 from the same location on the Upper
Lake. The gracious hosts along the north shore are on board again and we appreciate their continued support. A contract with Zambelli for the fireworks is in the works. Proper permitting is being sought and we anticipate no issues. There
are adequate funds due to the generosity of residents and businesses of the area - thank you!
The uncertainty lies in whether the State will allow such activities by then. All we can do is plan accordingly and wait to
see. So, please note the date, pray this scourge (and the shutdown) passes and hope for nice weather.
Steve Brock

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society
Memorials for 2019
Cliff Badendick
(Water Quality, Fish Fund)
By Steven & Deborah Wendell

Harry E. Jacobs
By Barbara Ann Jacobs
Irv Lovato (Fish Fund)
By Kenneth & Luella Lovato

Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Benseman
By David & Jean Hagens

Mike Meyer – (Water Quality)
By Linn Meyer

Christopher Birren (Fish Fund)
By Donna Birren

Gloria K. Nitz (Fireworks)
By Wade Nitz

Andrew & Jane Blacklock – (Water Quality)
By Dr. Joe & Charlene Jarabek

Ray & Neoma Purtell
By Jack Purtell

George & Charlotte Boz – (Water Quality)
By Dr. Joe & Charlene Jarabek

John L. Stephens
By Bruce & Virginia Terlep and John & Carla Stephens

David Claire – (Water Quality)
By Ginny Hluchan
Winslow Cope
By Richard & Alison Puffer

Brian Tibbot – (Scholarship)
By Ginny Hluchan

Jeffery Dorrell (Water Quality)
By Steve & Pat Jackson

Laura Wendell – (Scholarship)
By Ginny Hluchan

Les & Ethel Gravesen (Water Quality, Fireworks)
By the family of Les & Ethel Gravesen

John Wendell (Water Quality/Fish Fund)
By Steven & Deborah Wendell

Charles Hedstrom (General Fund, Fish Fund)
By Susan Johnson, Howard & Cathy Hudy,
Robert & JoAnn Bettenhausen
and Martha Brown

Diana Zeef
By George & Susan Portfleet

Carol B. Hittle (Fireworks)
By Max Hittle and Helen & Bowie Duncan
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Hamlin Lake Water Quality Report – Spring 2020
Hamlin Lake, like most of Michigan’s impounded lakes, has two major areas of concern with respect to excessive aquatic
plant and algal growth; nutrients entering the lake from its watershed, and nutrients that enter from man’s activities in
and around the lake. Both have significant impacts on the accelerated aging process of our lake. Phosphorus, as we
know, is the major plant nutrient of concern for Hamlin Lake, as in most Michigan lakes. My previous Current’s Water
Quality Article stressed the importance of the watershed study being conducted for Hamlin Lake. After all, our lake is the
direct recipient of whatever nutrients flow downstream from our lake’s watershed. This article stressed that the watershed study would involve collection and analysis of water samples from the Sable River, beginning at its headwaters in
Lake County to its discharge into Hamlin Lake west of Quarterline Road (Figure 1). It also mentioned that samples
would be collected from several key tributaries with flow measurements being made at all sample point locations. The
inclusion of flow data helps us better understand the contribution each nutrient source makes to our lake.
Figure 1. Big Sable River and Tributary Sampling Sites

Results of the study showed total phosphorus loading of the lake by Davis Creek, Freeman Creek, and Dennis creek to
be minimal in comparison to that of the Big Sable River. Although the April 5, 2019 phosphorus concentration of Freeman Creek’s was alarmingly high (200 ug/L), its flow volume was 48 times lower than that of the Big Sable River at
Quarterline Road. It is important to recognize that Freeman Creek discharges its volume into the Big Sable River above
our Quarterline Road sampling location. Its nutrient load is therefore added in to that of the Quarterline Road sampling.
This may be why we see an increase in the phosphorus level (22 ug/L) at this location (Table 1). The Big Sable River
and its associated tributaries drain farmland in the lower watershed area. There is considerable agriculture and cattle
production here, making it difficult to reduce nutrient levels in the creeks and rivers running through this area. Our best
control measure involves encouraging area farmers to exercise good environmental stewardship.
HLPS plans to install a permanent flow gauge on the lower part of the Big Sable River during the summer of 2020. This
will provide valuable flow volume data on which to base future nutrient loading studies of the lake.
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Sample
Point No.

Location

Water Flow
(CFM)

Total Phosphorus
Concentration (ug/L)

Total Phosphorus
Loading (Lbs./Day)

1

Sable River at 5-Mile Road

1,295

19

2.2

2

Sable River at Freesoil Road

10,927

27

26.5

3

Sable River at Stephen's Rd.

11,593

10

10.4

4

Sable River at Darr Road

13,184

10

11.9

5

Sable River at 31-Hwy

14,009

10

12.6

6

Sable River at Quarterline Rd

12,630

22

25.0

7

Davis Creek

185

27

0.5

8

Freeman Creek

265

200

4.8

9
10

Dennis Creek
Sable River at State Park Outlet

144
17,315*

50
10

0.6
15.6

*NOTES: 1) Flow Estimated - Too slow for meter's propeller to rotate properly.

Table 1. Calculated water flows and Phosphorus loading at selected sample locations.
This year, HLPS also initiated a nutrient study of selected near shore areas in the upper and lower lakes. These areas,
shown in Figure 2, were first sampled during the months of April, July and September, 2019 to identify potential “nutrient
hot spots”. The two small circles on the map represent our upper and lower Hamlin Lake Contract Laboratory Monitoring
Program (CLMP) data collection sites. Secchi disk measurements and water quality samples have been collected annually at these locations for the past 20 years. The spring sampling is usually conducted within two weeks of “Ice-out”.
This is when the lake’s water temperature is uniform from top to bottom and the water column completely mixes. Fall
samples are collected two to three weeks after the Labor Day weekend, when most tourists have left the area. Table 2
shows the results of all lake samples collected during the 2019 sampling year. Care should be exercised, when evaluating this data, that too much emphasis not be placed on the results of this first sampling year. Surface water currents and
weather conditions can greatly influence phosphorus concentrations. It is our plan to annually resample each of these
locations during spring, mid-summer and fall months, to see if trends appear. We anticipate this will provide valuable
information on which to base future lake management decisions. Additional sample locations and analysis parameters
may be added to expand the study.

Figure 2. Sampling Locations in Upper and Lower Hamlin Lake

Table 2. Comparison of Total Phosphorus readings at selected
locations in Upper and Lower Hamlin Lake.
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SAMPLE POINT LOCATION

4/5/19

7/24/19

9/10/20

Deep spot in Lower Lake

10

22

29

Spot out from Tamarac

No Sample

27

22

Shallow spot west of narrows

10

19

33

Deep spot in Upper Lake

10

65

33

East arm of Indian Pete Bayou

16

50

35

Pleasant Hill off Davis Road
Rupert's Bayou

16
17

78
32

5
14

While no definite conclusions can be drawn from the data at this time, it is interesting to note the highest Total Phosphorus concentrations seemed to occur during the warmer mid-summer weeks. Five out of seven sample locations had
their highest phosphorus values during this period (table 2). One might have expected phosphorus concentrations to
build continuously throughout the summer and remain in the water column well beyond the Labor Day weekend. It appears that the phosphorus concentrations begin to recede quickly after Labor Day when lake usage drops to lower levels. If this trend continues, it will show the degree to which our summertime lake usage has an impact on nutrient loading. It should also indicate potential nutrient “hot spot areas” on which to base future water quality remediation efforts.
Our water quality team will remain vigilant at continuing these important studies.
Bruce Pelletier
Water Quality Director
Email: rb_pelletier@charter.net

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
HLPS Board Meeting Dates for 2020
May 12th
Annual Meeting June19th ( Canceled)

Summer
CURRENTS
DEADLINE

July 14th
August 11th
Annual Dinner Meeting Aug. 28th (tentative)

July 17th
2020

September 15th
Meetings are open to all
Time:
6:30 pm social 7:00pm meeting starts
Hamlin Township Hall
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