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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Fall 2021 

Funding Aquatic Conservation 

  

Did you know that you are quite possibly helping to fund aquatic conservation efforts without knowing it? 
Have you ever heard of the Dingell-Johnson Act or the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act? Did you 
know it has ties back to the State of Michigan? 
In 1950 Congressman John Dingell, Sr, representing Michigan and Senator Edwin Johnson, representing 
Colorado refocused an Act passed in 1941 introduced by Congressman Frank Buck from California that im-
posed a 10% manufacturers tax on specific fishing equipment, artificial lures, rods, reels, and other devices 
used for recreational fishing. The original bill first introduced in 1939 but failed to pass was intended to direct 
the collected funds to sportfish restoration modeled after the 1937 Pittman- Robertson Act that funds wildlife 
restoration. When Congressman Buck’s legislation finally passed in 1941 the US had just entered World War 
II so the funds were directed to the war effort. Although the war ended in 1946 the funds continued to be col-
lected and deposited into the General Fund and not directed to sportfish restoration.  
Congressman Buck lost his re-election bid in 1947 however, Congressman Dingell, Sr. took up the cause to 
get the funding directed to its original intent and re-introduced his version of the bill in February 1947. That bill 
failed to pass and was re-introduced in 1949. That bill passed but was vetoed by President Harry Truman. 
Congressman Dingell and Senator Johnson reintroduced the bill in 1950 with sport fishermen support, Presi-
dent Truman signed the legislation. 
In 1984 the Act was amended by legislation introduced by Senator Malcolm Wallop and Congressman John 
Breaux. That bill amended the 1950 Act by adding monies collected from motorboat fuel tax and adding to the 
list of taxed items of fishing tackle. 
The Wallop-Breaux Amendment mandated that State’s use at least 10% of its annual apportionment on the 
development and maintenance of boating access facilities including boat ramps, lifts, docking and marina fa-
cilities, breakwaters, fish cleaning stations, restrooms, and parking 
areas. It also stated that 10% of the apportionment could be used to 
fund aquatic resource education programs as well as boating safety 
programs. 
To date the Dingell-Johnson Act has provided over $9 billion dollars 
toward aquatic conservation efforts and boating safety.  
In FY2020 Michigan’s apportionment was $11,455,775.00. 
These funds do not include the purchase of fishing licenses. So, 
when you purchase your Michigan fishing license you are adding to 
your contribution to our State’s aquatic conservation efforts. 
For more information on this program go to: fws.gov/wsfrprograms/  
 
David Windsor 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  
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Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 
Hamlin Lake. 

 
 
 
 

Your contributions to this 
newsletter are welcome! 
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Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 
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The President’s Letter 

  I hope everyone enjoyed the summer on Hamlin Lake and the surrounding area.  
  I have submitted articles for this newsletter on a donation to the MDR Fisheries for a research project to im-
prove the efficiency and reduce the cost of rearing musky fingerlings for planting in Michigan Waters. A 
stream improvement project on the Big Sable River and the planned 2022 Annual Meeting / Dinner. I hope 
you take the time to read the articles and appreciate the efforts of HLPS Board Members in representing your 
interests in  the Hamlin Lake Watershed. 
  I have spent a significant  amount of time canoeing and fishing  other rivers and lakes in Northwest Michigan 
this summer. I would like to share a few of my  observations. 
  Litter, although still present on the Pine, Little Manistee, Big Manistee, Big Sable , Pere Marquette and oth-
er rivers I have been on, is less than in the past. Watershed groups and individuals picking up litter is 
very helpful. I believe when people don't see litter in the river corridors they are less likely to contribute litter. 
Also the Forest Service and Liveries have distributed mesh bags. They encourage their clients to tie the bags 
into their watercraft and put their litter in the bags. Along with a general awareness of recreational users of the 
water to help keep the waters clean these efforts have helped. 
  I have noticed the evolution of river habitat projects. No longer are wing dams or obtrusive wooden struc-
tures placed in the rivers. Steel stakes and steel spikes used decades ago still remain in the river and cause 
damage to watercraft and potential personal injuries. Projects today have no steel components and are more 
aesthetically designed. Research has also determined the most effective placement of woody debris. 
  HLPS is looking forward to funding a stream bank improvement project in the Ludington State Park that is 
currently going through the permit process. We are hopeful to com-
plete this project in 2022. 
  In conclusion I would like to personally thank the volunteers who 
monitor water quality of Hamlin Lake and perform other tasks 
that contribute to everyone's enjoyment of the Hamlin Lake / Big Sa-
ble Watershed. 
Enjoy the autumn and winter seasons! 
Wayne Andersen, President 
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Email; andersenwayne@gmail.com 
Cell/text; 231-843-4618 
 

Tentative planning has been completed for the 2022 HLPS Annual Meeting / Dinner to be held on Friday, June 24th, 
2022. 
  We have reserved the United Methodist Church Facility on Bryant Road in Ludington. We very much appreciate Hamlin 
Township for allowing us to hold our annual meeting at the Hamlin Township Hall in recent years. This venue has be-
come crowded and limits us to 100 attendees. The United Methodist Church will allow us to comfortably seat a larger 
number of people. This location also has a larger kitchen area. Two restrictions on the use of this venue are no alcohol-
ic  beverages and no red beverages due to potential staining of the carpet. 
  Pere Marquette Catering has been booked to cater this event. They have catered the 3 Annual Meeting Dinners prior to 
our 2 year Covid cancellation of the annual meeting dinner.  We have received nothing but compliments on the dinners 
that Pere Marquette Catering has provided for our meetings. We look forward to their excellent meal. 
  Kevin Kincare, US Forest Service Geologist for the Manistee National Forest, who will be retired, has agreed to provide 
a program about the geology of the Hamlin Lake / Big Sable Watersheds. Kevin provided a presentation for the Big Sa-
ble Watershed Restoration Committee Meeting and all those attending have asked for an expanded program on the ge-
ology of our watershed. 
  As you can tell we are excited about resuming our Annual Meeting / Dinner on June 24th, 2022. Planning will be com-
pleted in spring of 2022. We will plan accordingly. 

HLPS ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 
Is Back 

mailto:andersenwayne@gmail.com
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WEEDS , WEEDS ,WEEDS ! 
 HAMLIN LAKE 2021 

Depending on your location, memory, and interpretation of a “bad year” some lake goers believe this was a particularly 
bad year for proliferation of weeds on Upper Hamlin Lake.  In looking at the water quality samples; Bruce Pelletier report-
ed a significant spike in phosphorus in the lake samples in July.  Additionally, several riparian owners have attended the 
Tuesday monthly HLPS meetings in search of a solution to their particular “weed issue.” 
I’d like to remind all, that the HLPS Board is a group of volunteers with some expertise but by no means experts.  We 
appreciate and encourage the community involvement.  Along with bringing your concerns to the meetings we welcome 
with open arms suggestions and support from experts.  Prior to COVID we began hosting quarterly seminars to educate 
our community on various topics and would entertain the possibility of beginning those again. (Once Delta has left our 
doorsteps). 
Remember too, Hamlin Lake behaves as an impounded lake, generally approaching eutrophication more quickly than 
glacial lakes often found in Michigan.  This, coupled with significant urbanization of the lake, results in “Urban or Cultural 
Eutrophication,” or the enrichment of water by nutrients especially compounds of nitrogen and phosphorus.  This condi-
tion causes an accelerated growth of algae and higher forms of oxygen-depleting plant life, producing an undesirable 
disturbance to the water balance which results in harm to other organisms.  
So, what can be done to slow eutrophication? 
Mechanical removal of floating weeds and removal from the lake.  I personally have researched this option from eleva-
tors to weed harvesters; a VERY expensive proposition involving investments of $35,000 to $50,000, plus the effort in-
volved in operating the equipment and removing the waste, then properly disposing of it. 
Weed harvesting, or removal from the root and or clipping the weeds below the surface.  This method is equally as ex-
pensive as the first and generally requires a permit because this process can do more damage by dispersing invasive 
weeds to other parts of the lake. 
Professional herbicide treatment, though not quite as expensive, is not very effective long term either, as the weeds fall 
to the lake bottom, rotting there and contributing to the nutrient base. 
Septic tank management, involving properly inspected and operating waste systems that are usually pumped every 3-5 
years.  
https://www.epa.gov/septic/septic-systems-outreach-toolkit 
Finally, shoreline management including non-hardened shorelines, proper shoreline buffers, proper leaf disposal and 
lawn management.  As Kent Gage reminds us “if it turns your lawn green it turns your lake green as well.” 
https://www.mishorelandstewards.org/default.asp 
In closing, we are reminded “little in life worth doing is quick and easy,” however, there are many opportunities for all of 
us to make a difference and, it begins with education.  Visit Hamlinlake.us or some of the above cited websites for more 
detail.  This will help you understand your surroundings at this beautiful resource and allow you to do your part wisely, to 
preserve it for generations to come.  Peggy Haverberg 
 
   

HLPS is pleased to announce that the 2022 scholarship application process opened October 1, 2021.  For 
2022, HLPS will award two $1,000 scholarships. To be eligible, applicants must be a resident of Mason Coun-
ty and a graduating senior of a Mason County public, private, or home school.  Scholarships are paid to ac-
credited institutions and divided equally between the terms of the academic year. The scholarship award is 
used toward the cost of tuition, fees, room and board, books, or other educational expenses the student may 
incur.  Consideration is given to students interested in further study of biological, environmental, or physical 
sciences with emphasis in conservation and preservation of natural resources. 
Application is made through, processed, and evaluated by the Community Foundation of Mason Coun-
ty.  Please go to:  https://mason-foundation.org/scholarships/  to learn 
more and apply. 
Scholarship application deadline is February 1, 2022. 
Scholarship recipients will be notified about their awards in April 2022 and 
will be recognized at their school awards assembly. 

HLPS Scholarship Fund for 2022 
 Application is now Open  

https://www.mishorelandstewards.org/default.asp
https://mason-foundation.org/scholarships/
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I thought we might dodge a bullet this summer – but maybe not.  In the spring of a typical year, the Big Sable River overflows its 
banks from rapid snow melt and heavy spring rainfall.  This brings in a lot of plant nutrients from agricultural runoff of our watershed 
areas.  This year was different, however, as we had little snow to melt and the heavy spring rains never came.   One of the things I 
enjoy doing, as the HLPS Water Quality Director, is talking with residents around the lake regarding their perspective on the lake’s 
water quality.  To my surprise, most people thought the lake seemed cleaner this year than in previous years.  They specifically men-
tioned better water clarity and increased visibility with depth.  I thought this too.  However, I am not as convinced now as I once was.  
Here’s why.  The table below shows water quality data from our spring, 2021 sampling of the upper and lower lakes: 
 

 
Wow!  These values look great.  With little snow melt and almost 
no spring rainfall, the Big Sable River never went over its banks.  
How unusual!  Could this mean we won’t have the normal spring 
input of phosphorus?  Remember, phosphorus is the major nutri-
ent responsible for excessive plant and algae growth.  Could this 
result in no algal blooms this summer and less weed growth to 
choke off our boating lanes?  Visual observations in the spring 
and early summer months, seemed to support this hypothesis.  
Unfortunately, our heavy rainfall was just delayed, not averted.  
The rains came in mid-July, just ahead of our scheduled summer 
lake sampling event.  My rain gage recorded almost 4-inches 
from several storm events.  The table below shows the impact 
these late rains had on our        
 

.                                                                    
    lake’s water quality 
 
I’m not feeling so happy now.  The values shown  are very high.  In 
fact, these are some of the highest phosphorus values I have seen 
since I became involved with HLPS.  Water quality specialists be-
lieve phosphorus levels should be below 20 ppb for a healthy lake 
system.  Even lower values, below 10 ppb, are preferred.  As a 
comparative example, Torch Lake in Antrim County typically runs 2
-5 ppb for its Total Phosphorus levels.  It is a very clean, clear cold-
water lake.  Mid-summer observations of Hamlin seemed to sup-
port the affect these phosphorus levels had.  Heavy weed and al-
gae growth was conspicuously present, much more so in the upper 
rather than lower lake.  Indian Pete and Rupert’s Bayous were 

choked with vegetation, and the north side of the lake was almost impassable.  As I headed east, I had to turn my boat around as I 
passed Camp Douglas Smith.  Surface weeds entangled my propeller and brought my pontoon boat to a near standstill.  The weeds 
were mixed with heavy floating algae and I’m not sure I’ve seen upper Hamlin’s aquatic vegetation this bad before.   Surprisingly, the 
residents I talked with on the upper lake, felt that these were normal late summer conditions.  Plant and algae growth was described 
as heavy but not unusual.  Several residents even commented that water clarity overall seemed better this summer than in past years.  
Similar observations were reported by residents of the lower lake.    
Our last sampling event for the year was conducted on September 13, 2021.  Total phosphorus concentrations seemed to be return-
ing to more normal levels (See table below).  Visual observations showed a marked decrease in aquatic vegetation over those made 
during the late July sampling event.    

other lake users felt about plant and algae growth they observed 
this summer.  Was this a “normal” summer, as others have said?  Do they feel the Total Phosphorus values accurately reflected what 
happened in our lake?  Perhaps there could be other explanations for the  
  

 

 

TOTAL PHOSPHORUS ANALYSIS 
SAMPLES COLLECTED APRIL, 29, 2021 
SAMPLE POINT TOTAL PHOSPHORUS 
LOCATION CONCENTRATION (ppb) 
Deep Spot in Lower Hamlin < 5 
Shallow Spot West of Narrows < 5 
Upper Hamlin off Sunset Bay 5.5 
East Arm Indian Pete Bayou < 5 
Pleasant Hill off Davis Road < 5 
Rupert's Bayou < 5 
Hobby Crest < 5 
Tamarac Main Channel 11 
NOTE:  “<” =  Values below the detection limit. 
              “ppb” = Parts Per Billion 

TOTAL PHOSPHORUS ANALYSIS 
SAMPLES COLLECTED JULY, 29, 2021 
SAMPLE POINT TOTAL PHOSPHORUS 
LOCATION CONCENTRATION (ppb) 
Deep Spot in Lower Hamlin 40 
Shallow Spot West of Narrows 40 
Upper Hamlin off Sunset Bay 60 
East Arm Indian Pete Bayou 66 
Pleasant Hill off Davis Road 53 
Rupert's Bayou 34 
Hobby Crest 28 
Tamarac Main Channel 21 
NOTES:  “<” = Indicates values below the detection limit. 
                “ppb” = Parts Per Billion 

TOTAL PHOSPHORUS ANALYSIS 
SAMPLES COLLECTED SEPTEMBER, 13, 2021 
SAMPLE POINT TOTAL PHOSPHORUS 
LOCATION CONCENTRATION (ppb) 
Deep Spot in Lower Hamlin 37 
Shallow Spot West of Narrows 29 
Upper Hamlin off Sunset Bay 24 
East Arm Indian Pete Bayou 13 
Pleasant Hill off Davis Road 16 
Rupert’s Bayou <5 
Hobby Crest 22 
Tamarac Main Channel 23 
NOTES: (Same as previous tables) 

 

FALL WATER QUALITY REPORT 

Continued on page 6 



Fall 
2021 

Page 6 Hamlin Lake Currents 

 

 

  (Continued from page5) 
 weekend when lake usage drops.  Perhaps we should also consider the effect of changing “photo-period” on plant and algae growth.  
Less changes in plant and algal growth observed over the course of the summer.   Heavy usage by residents and vacationers may be 
responsible, at least in part, for our high July phosphorus values.  Lake usage is typically highest during late July to early August.  This 
might also explain the drop-off in phosphorus numbers seen after the Labor Day mark daily sunlight means less light penetration to 
deeper depths as well as cooler water temperatures.  Daylight starts getting decidedly shorter as we get into August and September.  
Could this be another contributing factor?   
Continued lake sampling and visual observations will help answer these and other questions.  Lake systems are complex and our lake 
is no different than other Michigan lakes.  Your continued observations and comments will help us better understand those factors that 
most affect our lake’s water quality.  I encourage you to let me know your thoughts as you boat around the lake and make personal 
observations.  I can be reached via email.  I may not be able to answer all your questions but promise to give serious consideration to 
your comments.   
  
Bruce Pelletier – Water Quality Director. 
rb_pelletier@charter.net 

Late Season Dragonflies 

 
As you might expect, dragonflies thrive best in warm sunny weather. Thus, the cooler temperatures of mid-autumn result 
in very few dragonflies surviving into October. Locally, two dragonflies however are quite cold-hardy: the common green 
darner and the autumn meadowhawk. The former can persist through mid-October while the latter can survive into mid-
November ! 
The male common green darner (Anax junius) averages three inches in length, has a green head and thorax, and a long 
blue and black abdomen (females are green and brown). This dragonfly is one of a handful that can migrate south to the 
Gulf states and Caribbean for the winter, though some over-winter in Michigan. Who knows which strategy is best ? The 
male autumn meadowhawk (Sympetrum vicinum) averages only 1.3 inches in length, has reddish eyes, thorax, and ab-
domen, plus yellow legs (females are overall a dull orange in color). 
Incidentally, if you hate mosquitoes you should rejoice that dragonflies are among their top predators ! By the way, drag-
onflies require emergent aquatic plants that grow in marshes and swamps, as well as the shallow edges of ponds and 
lakes. So, it is wise to preserve a wide fringe of wetland plants (cattails, sedges, bulrushes, grasses, etc.) along our 
lakeshores as a non-chemical and safer strategy to minimize these pesky insects. 
For more information on dragonflies likely in northwest Michigan I highly recommend Dragonflies of the North Woods 
by Kurt Meade (3rd Edition, Kollath+Stensaas Publishing, Duluth, Minnesota). The attached photo of the common green 
darner was taken September 22, 2016 at Ludington State Park while the photo of the autumn meadowhawk was taken 
on November 13, 2016 at Ludington State Park at 11:18 a.m. (with a temperature of about 49 degrees). Perhaps some 
warm late November day I may encounter a dragonfly on Thanksgiving day, which would be awesome.  
 
Dave Dister  

Male common green darner Male autumn meadowhawk 
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Fish Fund 

HLPS has traditionally made financial donations to the Mason County Walleye Association to support the work they per-
form to provide fingerling walleye to be planted in Hamlin Lake. 
  In 2019 along with the Mason County Fin & Feather Club we provided the funding that allowed the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources to conduct the 2019 Fisheries Survey of Hamlin Lake. 
  Recently the HLPS Board of Directors unanimously voted to donate $4,950 to the Wolf Lake Fish Hatchery for the pur-
chase of a self cleaning fish tank. This tank will be a research project. The tank will be used to decrease the cost of rais-
ing musky fingerlings that are planted in Hamlin Lake and other Michigan Lakes. 
  MDNR Fisheries started raising Great Lakes spotted musky in 2011. These fall fingerling fish have been planted in 
Hamlin Lake 3 times. In 2013 there were 4,112 fall fingerlings planted at a cost of $25,535, In 2015 there were 7,671 fall 
fingerlings planted at a cost of $70,343. In 2018 there were 3,984 fall fingerlings planted at a cost of $34,063. Total cost 
of planting the Great Lakes spotted musky in Hamlin Lake to date is $129,941. 
    When the fingerlings first hatch they require 10-12 man hours per day of care. As the musky fingerlings grow the num-
ber of man hours decreases. When they are transferred to the pond they require 6-8 man hours per day. 
  A large portion of the man hours required is for constantly cleaning the tanks the fingerlings are reared in. The tank our 
donation is purchasing is a self cleaning fiberglass tank that is 60" in diameter and 36" deep with a self cleaning system 
that operates continuously.  
  The biggest challenge to raising musky is getting them to feed train to a commercial diet. This requires the fish to be fed 
every 5-8 minutes / 24 hrs per day. Unfortunately most of the food is ignored and sinks to the bottom of the tank. Once 
the food is on the bottom of the tank the fish will not eat the food. Therefore extensive cleaning of the tanks is required to 
prevent the water quality from degrading. Musky tend to get sick easily by degraded water quality due to uneaten food in 
the tank. The other issue is that musky if not fed to their desired amount they will cannibalize and quickly reduce the 
number of fingerlings. 
    I would like to thank the HLPS Members who donate financially to the Hamlin Lake Fishery Fund. We promise to con-
tinue to be good stewards of your donations and promote a quality fishery for Hamlin Lake. 
Wayne Andersen, Fish Fund Chairman 

First I’d like to thank Hamlin Lake Preservation Society, on behalf of Michigan Muskie Alliance, for your assistance and 
willingness to have the Know the Difference Signs in your bulletin boards.  This has been a statewide educational project 
that is made more effective by combining like minded groups like ours.  Michigan Muskie Alliance is a conservation 
group that was formed to promote the Preservation, Restoration, and Education of muskies throughout the state of Mich-
igan, and we very much appreciate your help, especially Peggy Haverberg, in promoting the Education part of our mis-
sion.   
Stocking of pure strain muskellunge has been occurring in Hamlin Lake since 2005.  Tiger muskies had been planted 
until the late 1980’s when that program was halted state-wide.  In 2011, the state of Michigan started stocking the great 
lakes strain.  This is an effort to restore native fish to native waters, and hopefully create self-sustaining populations.  
Hamlin Lake is certainly capable of achieving those goals. 
Hamlin lake, as you know, is a very fertile lake with abundant food sources.  This makes it a great candidate for a very 
successful muskie population, but also for muskies to do their job in creating a healthier fishery.  A muskies primary food 
source is usually suckers, or other soft-rayed and highly abundant fish, like carp, shad or cisco.  Many other species will 
appear in diet studies, but not in significant amounts.  With having a larger preferred prey species than other predators, 
often 20% or more of their own length (I have used up to 18” suckers as bait), muskies eat much less frequently com-
pared to pike, bass, and walleye.  They may eat only once every few days to even weeks apart as opposed to other 
predators that will sometimes feed almost constantly on smaller snacks.  Those prey species also tend to outcompete 
other game fish for food sources like invertebrates and small minnows, so controlling those populations creates a health-
ier ecosystem.  This helps explain why quality muskie lakes also tend to be some of the best lakes for bass, panfish, and 
walleye.  It also helps explain why muskies are often found in similar locations and can give you some ideas on where to 
start trying to catch one! 
As a conservation group, our goals are to help create, restore and maintain muskie populations that benefit the natural 
ecosystem and the entire fish community.  Increased angler opportunity is a favorable outcome of these efforts.  Please 
check out our website for more info on how we help https://www.michiganmuskiealliance.org/ and the DNR management 
plan for more info on muskies https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/FR12_519750_7.pdf.  We look forward to con-
tinuing to promote muskies in Hamlin lake through proper management, and restoration efforts.  We hope you will contin-
ue to join us in those efforts!  - 
JP VanOstenberg    President, Michigan Muskie Alliance 
 

Muskies 

https://www.michiganmuskiealliance.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/FR12_519750_7.pdf
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  FUND TOTALS   

General Fund 48,750.83 46,072.10 

Fireworks 17,069.94 3,558.94 

Fish Fund 8,737.14 8,901.14 

Hamlin Lake Associa- 7,215.71 7,215.71 

Historic Cottage 0.00 475.00 

Land Reserve 3,623.52 3,623.52 

Memorials - Alison 525.00 575.00 

Natural Shoreline Pro- 13,552.80 13,552.80 

Riparian Magazine 0.00 336.00 

Scholarship 212.00 -137.00 

Water Quality 13,657.25 14,799.64 

TOTAL ASSETS 113,344.19 98,972.85 

   

Expenses since last    

B. Pelletier - secchi disk 147.52  

Trace Labs - phospho- 367.00  

J. Thorp - CISMA cost 30.00  

Republic Svcs - trash 
cans 217.92  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society - As of 

    

 ASSETS   

    

  12/31/2020 Bal- 9/14/2021 Balance 

 Fireworks 180.00 180.00 

 Fish Fund 50.00 50.00 

 General Fund 9,987.60 21,770.12 

 Reserved 5,000.00 5,000.00 

 Scholarship 132.00 -368.00 

 Water Quality 20.00 20.00 

 TOTAL Community 15,369.60 26,652.12 

    

 HLPS Chemical Bank   

 

CISMA Program - 
Invasive Plant Cost -531.25 -1,081.25 

 Fireworks 16,889.94 3,378.94 

 Fish Fund 8,687.14 8,851.14 

 General Fund -4,103.81 -8,001.89 

 Hamlin Lake Associa- 7,215.71 7,215.71 

 Historic Cottage 0.00 475.00 

 Land Reserve 3,623.52 3,623.52 

 Memorial 830.00 855.00 

 Memorial - A Puffer 525.00 575.00 

 Natural Shoreline 13,552.80 13,552.80 

 Riparian Magazine 0.00 336.00 

 Scholarship 80.00 231.00 

 Water Quality 13,637.25 14,779.64 

 TOTAL HLPS Chemi- 60,406.30 44,790.61 

    

 HLPS Postal Acct 93.66 378.30 

    

 Investment - CDs   

 CD 90107 8,555.09 8,574.30 

 CD 92039 10,369.78 0.00 

 CD 92040 18,549.76 18,577.52 

 TOTAL 37,474.63 27,151.82 

    

 TOTAL ASSETS 113,344.19 98,972.85 

    

HLPS Board 
Meeting Dates for 2022 

April 12 @ 7:00pm 
May 10th 

June 24th (Annual Meeting) 
July 12th 

August 9th 
Sept. 13th 

 

Deadline for Spring  
Currents 

 
April 20th 
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HLPS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 SEPT 14, 2021 

 HAMLIN LAKE TOWNSHIP HALL  
 
GUESTS: Beth F; David Cox, Judy Mohan, Tori Raget, Jody H 
CALL TO ORDER: Wayne A @7PM 
PREVIOUS MINUTES APPROVED Steve first/ Ruth second unanimous 
FINANCIAL REVIEW:  
Carry over from August: 
Should land reserve money be moved to general fund? Tabled to Sept no quorum  
Jim motion to move monies/ Steve second, unanimous 
Should we send $750 to White Pine Village for cottage maintenance/ no requests have been made and no money has 
been sent this year? Table to Sept//  
historic cottage membership fund with has $475//Ruth motion to add $275 then donate $750 / Mark second, unanimous 
Move Checking to Huntington Bank 
Huntington wants $40/ month service 
West Shore will do non-profit checking for free/ just need to buy checks for $60 
Steve motion to move checking to WSB/ Jim second // unanimous 
Nominees for new Treasurer needed 
  

COMMITTEES: 
WATER QUALITY: 
Macroinvertebrate Study Wayne 
MLCD holding training for Macro studies 
Weed Sampling   Berg 
Natural Shoreline  Wayne 
Jim G has been lined up on info for permit/ partial submitted/ within 30 days should have permit approved for completion 
Fall 2021 or Spring 2022 
Septic Program   Jim / Peggy 
Testing   Bruce 
High Phos readings in July 2021 
Will share readings 
LAKE SAFETY 
Life jacket board example W. Anderson / D Windsor 
LPD 
Have a couple at LSP currently and one at Stearns Park 
FISHERIES 
Mayfly Station 
Muskie Alliance  JP Vosenberg 
Stocking  
Signs 
Muskie Stocking  W Anderson 
$8k in fish fund 
Wayne proposed $5300 for a tank / they have capacity for 15, this tank would be first 
Steve motion, Bruce second, unanimous 
FIREWORKS 
STEVE BROCK 2021 UPDATE 
Shoreline erosion update/ Jerry K to Propose natural shoreline/ jim asked if this work applicable to Skinny Park 
MEMBERSHIP:  
Determining new riparians  Freeby/ Clark 
 225 additional contact addresses identified 
  598 identified/ 504 riparians 
  Send Currents to non member riparians? 
  Beth said new owners will be sent occasionally 
Finding New Pres/ Treasurer of HPLS Board 
Attached is a proposed 2022 Membership Form.  What changes would you suggest? 
Change the MC Walleye Assn to a generic ‘Fish Management’? 
Maybe Kathy Mcgill, treasurer, can suggest eliminating a little-used donation line? 
Is the Riparian Magazine Subscription-price correct? 
SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Continued on page 10 
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Measurement of the Big Sable River Flow,  
Temperature, and Salt Concentration 

It has been one year since a “Mayfly” device has been recording data from the Big Sable River where it crosses US-31.  
The “Mayfly” measures river depth, electrical conductivity, and water temperature.  It is solar powered and connected to 
the internet.  Trout Unlimited supplies us this equipment and internet support as they do in other locations. 
The plot below shows data by month collected during the end of 2020 and the beginning of 2021.  As we get more data, 
we will lay each year over other years. 
Converting conductivity to Total Dissolved Solids (salt), shows that the river runs a steady 165 ppm during most of the 
year.  In the Fall of 2020, there were four high spikes likely resulting from salt being applied to the roads.  In the Summer 
of 2021, there were three deviations that went up and then down.  This is likely the result of rain events first carrying salt 
from land and then followed by the rain itself which has very little salt. 
The temperature (F) of the river follows the seasons.  Dropping to the thirties from November through February.  Then 
jumping up to the sixties during May through August. 
The river flow is measured in cubic feet per second and is anything but steady.  A large fraction of water flowing into 
Hamlin Lake occurred during three distinct rain events.  This suggests we might learn something by taking measure-
ments of phosphorus concentration during a period of high flow. 
In the future we will be able to overlay results from one year to the next.  Perhaps this will give us insight into the influ-
ence that the Big Sable River has on the health of Hamlin Lake 

 

 (continued from page9)                        

WEBSITE / COMMUNICATIONS 
TRIFOLD / PEGGY 
Photo selection 
Update on publication 
Publish Agenda / Minutes at website 
Committee / website update 
EST cost to mail Lakefront Living magazine / discussion needed 
 
Steve motion to include magazine with currents Ruth second items to do 
 Buy envelopes & Get stuffers  --- Motion Passed Unanimous 
OTHER ITEMS 
Donations and maintenance document  Wayne A / Mark O 
Haz Waste Day Aug 21    Wayne 
Update/ Article will be in Currents 
Memorial Playground equipment  Kent/ Ruth 
CLOSING:  Jim C / suggested meeting end 8:25pm 
 
NEXT MEETING:  APRIL 12,  2022 
   7PM 
   HAMLIN TWSP HALL 
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Household Hazardous Waste Day was a Great Success 
By Dani McGarry, Executive Director, Mason-Lake Conservation District 

On August 21st, the cars lined up along Bean Street and US-10 in Scottville to await their chance to safely dispose of 
hazardous household materials. A total of 288 cars came through the line, bringing materials from 312 households. After 
the early morning rush, the event ran at a steady pace, with cars bringing in seemingly less material than in recent 
years.  
    The Conservation District works with three different contractors to safely dispose of electronics, batteries and hazard-
ous materials. This year, that includes Comprenew, Battery Solutions and ERG Environmental, respectively. These com-
panies generally can take a month or more to process all of the material and report back with a categorized list of the 
material taken in and total weight. Based on materials processed thus far, the Mason County collection took in 25,461 
pounds of material! That includes about 7,600 pounds of hazardous material (solvents, oils, stains etc.), nearly 2,000 
pounds of chemicals and 7,300 pounds of electronics; all of which was taken by contractors. The collection also took in 
about 757 pounds of car batteries (which volunteers recycled at Padnos) and about 350 gallons of used motor oil. A local 
farm takes most of the used motor oil every year to reuse for heating fuel, which saves thousands of dollars in disposal 
costs for the collection day.  
     The event would not have been possible without the help of the 27 volunteers who put in nearly 92 total hours that 
day to make it happen. Traffic control, battery sorting, participant surveys, and oil disposal all require the help of our ded-
icated volunteers. Likewise, fundraising for this event is an annual task and thanks to continued outstanding support of 
our community, and groups like Hamlin Lake Preservation Society, we are able to continue each year. Allocations from 
Mason County, townships and municipalities in the county, as well as generous donations from private donors, partner-
ing organizations and a grant from the Clean Sweep program through MI Dept. of Ag and Rural Development all piece 
together to make it possible. Thank you to all for helping to keep hazardous materials out of our environment!  
 

 

All of the pictures and charts can be viewed in 
color and more detail at our web site which is 

 

www.hamlinlake.us 
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